
 

Regions of Infrared Spectrum
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NOTES: 1.  Do not be overly concerned with whether a signal you are inspectingconforms exactly to the 
                    intensities and widths listed here.  The most important factor is matching the group's functional
                    range in wave number.

Wave Number   (cm  - 1) 

Before interpreting IR (or NMR) spectra, be sure to 
determine the degrees of unstaturation.  This helps you 
decide if you have rings or multiple bonds in the unknown  
molecule.  See page 450, section 11.6 in Vollhardt and
Schore, 4th Edition, for a good explanation. 
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2. The vertical axis in a normal spectrum indicates the strength of the signal, but the height of the
                      placement of functional groups in this guide mean nothing.  We are just finding a clear place to type.
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